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The following documents are included in the packet for the Public Safety & Judicial Committee 

meeting on March 12, 2025:  

1) Amended Agenda 

2) Minutes: 2/12/2025 

3) Correspondence 

• 15 Years of ICAC 

4) Credit Card Approval  

• Deputy MacDonald  

5) Department Reports  

6) Annual Reports  

• Clerk of Courts  

• DA 

• Medical Examiner  



GREEN LAKE COUNTY  
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK 

 

   Elizabeth Otto    Office:  920-294-4005 
County Clerk     FAX:    920-294-4009 

 

Please note: Meeting area is accessible to the physically disabled.  Anyone planning to attend who needs visual or 
 audio assistance, should contact the County Clerk’s Office, 294-4005, not later than 3 days before date 0f the meeting. 
 

Green Lake County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer 
571 County Road A, Green Lake, WI  54941    www.greenlakecountywi.gov  

 

Public Safety & Judicial Committee 

Meeting Notice 
Date: Wednesday, March 12, 2025 Time:  9:00 AM 

The Green Lake County Government Center, County Board Room  

571 County Road A, Green Lake WI 

Amended AGENDA* 
 

Committee  

Members 

 

Joe Gonyo - Chair 

Keith Hess  

Sue Wendt  

Don Lenz 

Gene Thom – Vice Chair  

 

Karissa Block, Secretary 

 
 

 
Virtual attendance at meetings is 

optional. If technical difficulties 

arise, there may be instances 
when remote access may be 

compromised. If there is a 

quorum attending in person, the 
meeting will proceed as 

scheduled. 
 
 

This agenda gives notice of a 
meeting of the Public Safety & 
Judicial Committee.  It is possible 
that individual members of other 
governing bodies of Green Lake 
County government may attend 
this meeting for informative 
purposes.  Members of the Green 
Lake County Board of 
Supervisors or its committees 
may be present for informative 
purposes but will not take any 
formal action.  A majority or a 
negative quorum of the members 
of the Green Lake County Board 
of Supervisors and/or any of its 
committees may be present at this 
meeting.  See State ex rel. Badke 
v. Vill. Bd. of Vill. of Greendale, 
173 Wis.2d  553, 578, 494 N.W. 2d 
408 (1993). 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Certification of Open Meeting Law 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Public Comment (3 minute limit) 

5. Approve Minutes: 2/12/2025 

6. Correspondence  

• 15 Years of ICAC 

7. Credit Card Approval  

• Deputy MacDonald  

8. Department Reports  

9. Annual Reports  

• Clerk of Courts  

• DA  

• *Medical Examiner  

10. Expense & Revenue Reports  

11. Committee Discussion 

• Future Meeting Dates: April 9th, 2025  

• Future Agenda items for action & discussion 

12. Adjourn 

 

Microsoft Teams Need help?  

Join the meeting now  

Meeting ID: 259 931 845 582  

Passcode: Y5c6JV  

Dial in by phone  

+1 920-515-0745,,712003744# United States, Green Bay  

Find a local number  

Phone conference ID: 712 003 744#  

For organizers: Meeting options | Reset dial-in PIN  

Please accept at your earliest convenience. Thank you! 

Org help | Privacy and security  
 

 

Kindly arrange to be present, if unable to do so, please notify our office. 

  Elizabeth Otto, County Clerk 

 

http://www.greenlakecountywi.gov/
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OWQzZDY5ZjYtNTA1Zi00NjIzLWI3Y2MtMDQ4MzExN2MyMzM3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%226e4bd50f-9266-4d14-8159-66cdd4fec978%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%227bafe0c6-ebfc-4f03-99d8-3eec9803f384%22%7d
tel:+19205150745,,712003744
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/2896325c-bae3-46f8-b42e-39f2bee2d3c2?id=712003744
https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=7bafe0c6-ebfc-4f03-99d8-3eec9803f384&tenantId=6e4bd50f-9266-4d14-8159-66cdd4fec978&threadId=19_meeting_OWQzZDY5ZjYtNTA1Zi00NjIzLWI3Y2MtMDQ4MzExN2MyMzM3@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-US
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/usp/pstnconferencing
https://greenlakecountywi.gov/joiningmeetinghelp.html
https://greenlakecountywi.gov/legal.html
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PUBLIC SAFETY & JUDICIAL COMMITTEE 

February 12, 2025 

 

The meeting of the Public Safety & Judicial Committee was called to order by Vice Chair Gene Thom on Wednesday, 

February 12, 2025 at 9:00AM, in the County Board Room and via remote access format at the Government Center, Green 

Lake, WI.  The requirements of the open meeting law were certified as being met. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Present:   Sue Wendt     Absent:       Joe Gonyo    

   Don Lenz                                                               

   Gene Thom 

                                          Keith Hess   

                                                 

               

  

Other County Employees Present: Karissa Block, Deputy County Clerk; Mark Podoll, Sheriff; Mark Slate, Judge; Gary 

Podoll, Emergency Management; Gerise Laspisa, District Attorney (9:02am); Mitzi Putzke, Paralegal/Office Manager; Dave 

Cornelius, Communications Sergeant (remote); Jason Jerome, Interim County Administrator; Tami Toth, Legal Assistant 

(Remote at 9:08am)   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT - none 

 

MINUTES OF 12/11/2024 

Motion/second (Lenz/Wendt) to approve the minutes of the 12/11/2024 meeting with no additions or corrections.  Motion 

carried with no negative vote. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

• Thank you letter from Phil Anastasi - No discussion  

 

RESOLUTION  

• Assigning Supervision and Direction of Emergency Management Coordinator Staff and Functions to the 

Sheriff’s Office - Dave Cornelius will be taking on the responsibilities that Gary Podoll had, as well as keeping his 

current responsibilities. This has been approved by the state. Motion/second (Lenz/Hess) to approve and send 

Resolution Assigning Supervision and Direction of Emergency Management Coordinator Staff and Functions to the 

Sheriff’s Office to County Board. Motion carried with no negative vote.  

 

• Urging Governor Evers and the Wisconsin Legislature to Support the County Courts - No discussion. 

Motion/second (Wendt/Lenz) to approve and send Resolution Urging Governor Evers and the Wisconsin Legislature 

to Support the County Courts to County Board. Motion carried with no negative vote.       

 

ORDINANCE  

• Amending Green Lake County Chapter 32. Emergency Management - No discussion. Motion/second 

(Lenz/Wendt) to approve and send Ordinance Amending Green Lake County Chapter 32. Emergency Management to 

County Board. Motion carried with no negative vote.  

 

BUDGET REQUEST FOR LINE ITEM TRANSFER  

• Emergency Management - Motion/second (Lenz/Hess) to approve Budget Request for Line Item Transfer for 

Emergency Management. Motion carried with no negative vote.  

 

• Sheriff’s Office - Motion/second (Wendt/Hess) to approve Budget Request for Line Item Transfer for the Sheriff’s 

Office and send to the Finance Committee. Motion carried with no negative vote.  
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• District Attorney’s Office - District Attorney, Gerise Laspisa explained her Budget Request. Motion/second (Hess/Lenz) 

to approve IT Budget Line Item Request and send to the Finance Committee. Motion carried with no negative vote.  

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS  

The 911 system went down during the 30-day trail. The Sheriff’s Department is continuing to work on this. The Sheriff’s 

Office has been in touch with Green Bay, and they will be helping with the upcoming Draft.  

 

ANNUAL REPORTS  

• Sheriff's Office – Sheriff Podoll shared that he is very proud of his department and all they accomplished in 2024.  

 

• Circuit Court/ Register in Probate – No discussion.  

 

• Emergency Management – Gary Podoll thanked the committee for all their support of the years.     

 

Motion/second (Wendt/Hess) to approve the Annual Reports and send to County Board.  

 

EXPENSE & REVENUE REPORTS – No discussion  

 

COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 

• Future meeting dates:  Regular meeting – March 12th, 2025  

• Future agenda items for action & discussion:   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Vice Chair Thom adjourned the meeting at 9:23am.  

 

 

         

 

                                                                                                 

 

 

                                                                                                 Submitted by, 

        

 

       Karissa Block 

       Deputy County Clerk 





































 OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
 GREEN LAKE COUNTY 
 

GERISE M. LASPISA MITZI S. PUTZKE 
District Attorney Paralegal/Office Manager 
 

KURT F. KLOMBERG MEGAN I. STRAHAN 
Asst. District Attorney Legal Clerk 

 

 BRANDI L. SCHREIBER 
 Victim/Witness Program Coordinator 
 

  
  

                                    
  

 

571 County Road A 
Green Lake, WI 54941 
Phone: (920) 294-4046 

Fax: (920) 294-4150 
 

March 3, 2025 
 
 
 
Judicial Law Enforcement Committee 
Chair Joe Gonyo                       Vice Chair Gene Thom 
Supervisor Keith Hess              Supervisor Sue Wendt 
Supervisor Don Lenz 
 
 
RE:  Annual Report 
 
 
Dear Supervisors, 
 
Please accept this letter as my annual report to the committee regarding the District Attorney’s Office. 
 
Case Analysis: 
1162 Referral cases (includes civil traffic/ordinance violations, review only, all criminal violations, death 
reviews, search warrants and any state civil prosecution (eg., open meetings complaints, DNR violations).  
The cases that stand out for purposes of public concern would be 122 drug related cases, 80 domestic 
related,   85 OWI cases, (civil felony and misdemeanor), 16 sexual assault cases,  8  gun related cases.    
Of the referrals received this year,  232 were felony case referrals,  427 were misdemeanor case referrals 
and 35 were juvenile delinquency case referrals.  
 
In 2024, we received 2 more domestic related referrals, 33 less drug related referrals and 4 less sexual 
assault referrals.  Significantly, in 2024, we received 26 fewer OWI referrals.  
 
Three cases went to jury trial.  Two cases involved convictions for Obstructing/Resisting a Conservation 
Warden and the other 2nd Degree Sexual Assault, Battery, Disorderly Conduct and Obstructing/Resisting 
an Officer.  One trial resulted in not guilty verdicts.  
 
In addition to case filings, we assisted law enforcement with 64 search warrants or subpoenas in 2024.  
The majority of these search warrants involve either drug related offenses or sexual assault offenses. 
 
In addition we handled the following types of cases that had post-disposition activity:  15 Prison Petitions 
for Sentence Modification,  30 Sentencing After Revocation, 1 Parole Consideration,  2 Pardon 
Application and 1 Post Conviction Relief Motion. 
 
Local Comparisons Filed Cases: 
In 2024 our neighboring counties of similar  size (Waushara/Marquette) had similar caseloads.  Waushara 
County typically has a larger amount than Green Lake or Marquette and does have an additional 
prosecutor.   
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Green Lake:  Felonies - 159,  Misdemeanors - 191,  Criminal Traffic - 174    
Waushara:  Felonies –  214, Misdemeanors – 208, Criminal Traffic - 73   
Marquette:  Felonies –   133 , Misdemeanors – 137, Criminal Traffic - 133   
 
Case Management Systems 
The majority of our cases are being stored in an electronic format with the exception of some privileged 
and sensitive documents.  Our office continues to utilize an electronic referral procedure with our law 
enforcement agencies within the county.  This is done by Spillman (the law enforcement database) and 
Protect (the DA database) being linked.  Protect is also connected with the courts database, also known 
as CCAP, which allows court filings to be done electronically as well.   
 
Digital Media Discovery 
We expect to see the volume and amount of digital media discovery produced and recovered in criminal 
investigations to continue to significantly increase.  Digital media in the form of body cam video/audio 
recordings, squad cam video/recordings, video/audio recordings from private cameras (such as “Ring”) 
and public cameras (Flock), cell phone video/audio recordings and an increase in the volume of digital  
social media information is being generated and collected more consistently.  This trend is only expected 
to increase.  This trend is being experienced statewide.  While DAIT – (the State District Attorney IT 
Office) is working with prosecutorial offices to identify needs and possible long-term solutions for 
seamless receipt, storage, retention and dissemination of ever-increasing amounts of discovery, the ever-
increasing volume and amount of this type of discovery will at some point require more resources in our 
office to receive, document, redact, disseminate, to fulfill our ethical and discovery obligations. 
 
Small County Attorney Shortage Impact 
Statewide prosecutor and public defender offices continue to struggle to attract and retain attorneys due 
to non-competitive wages.  This is even more difficult in small counties like ours.  Equally challenging 
across the State is the difficulty in finding experienced attorneys that will accept public defender 
appointments or private bar attorneys who practice in small counties.  The lack of private attorneys willing 
to take on public defender appointments and, the overall low number of attorneys that practice in and 
around small counties like ours can significantly negatively impact the entire criminal justice system by 
contributing to longer wait times for defendants to obtain representation which in turn delays the delivery 
of justice to victims and our community.  This is an important issue that impacts public safety. 
 
This issue is an important public safety issue that must be addressed to ensure efficient and effective 
prosecution.  Green Lake County is as vulnerable to this issue as any other county.   
 
Green Lake County is fortunate to have two seasoned prosecutors with decades of experience working 
alongside very experienced and talented administrative staff.  In 2025, we will continue to work to improve 
efficiencies in our work flow and processes that will enhance our existing victim sensitive and community 
accountable work. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Gerise M. LaSpisa 
District Attorney 



GREEN LAKE COUNTY 
OFFICE OF MEDICAL EXAMINER 

 

Thomas G. Wastart II, Chief Medical Examiner  

Office:  920-294-4040 ext. 1229  Cell 608-369-2311 
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2024 ANNUAL REPORT 

OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER 

 

TO: THE HONORABLE CHAIRMAN AND BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

OF GREEN LAKE COUNTY 

 

2024 Deaths for Green Lake County 209 

2024 Deaths for Marquette County 132 

Autopsies Performed                                         Green Lake – 8        Marquette – 6  14 

Toxicology Test                                                Green Lake – 22      Marquette – 18            40 

Deaths Certified by Medical Examiner             Green Lake – 202   Marquette – 126                       

Cremation Permits Issued                                  Green Lake -139    Marquette - 103 

         228 

         242 

 

Currently, we have 3 pending cases from 2024. Cases that are pending are waiting on toxicology or 

autopsy reports to be completed and interpreted by the Medical Examiner. 

 

Below are the revenues for signing death certificates and issuing cremation permits. WFCAP 

adjustments have been included.    

 
Death Certificate Signing Revenue for Green Lake                                                             $  9168.22 
Cremation Permit Revenue for Green Lake County                                                            $ 23758.51 

Revenue from other sources                                                              $ 78725.00 

Revenue from mileage                                                                         $   3508.84 

Total Green Lake 2024 Revenue                                                                         $ 115160.57 

 

 

Thank you for the support you have provided the Medical Examiner this past year while we continue 

to transition from Coroner to Medical Examiner.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Thomas G. Wastart II 

Medical Examiner 



Green Lake Medical Examiner Annual Report for 2024

Deaths 2023 2024
Annual Total 225 209
Female 111 96
Male 114 113

CAUSES
other 69 57
Sepsis 10 9
Respiratory 31 23
Cancer 54 48
Cardiac 52 66
Drug OD 5 1
Vehicle Crash 2 6
Hanging 1 0
Gun shot 0 3

MANNER of DEATH
Homicide 0 2
Suicide 1 2
Accident 23 16
Natural 181 200
Undetermined 0 0
Pending 0 1

LOCATION OF DEATH
Hospital 40 38
Residence 86 91
Licensed Facility 70 86

Hospice 113 115

Cremation Permits 146 139
Death Certficates 200 202

Autopsys 7 8
Toxicology Test 25 22

Wastart 180 201
Fisher 29 24


