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August 14, 2023 
 
Matt Kirkman, Director 
Green Lake County Land Use Planning & Zoning 
571 County Road A 
Green Lake, WI 54941 
 
Re:  Certification of the Green Lake County Farmland Preservation Plan Map Amendment 
 
Dear Matt, 
 
Attached is a department order certifying Green Lake County’s Farmland Preservation Plan map amendment 
under s. 91.16, Wis. Stats. The certification process is now complete. 
 
We look forward to working with you in the future on farmland preservation in Green Lake County.  If you 
have any questions, feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tim Jackson 
Farmland Preservation Program 
608-224-4630 
 

26



27



14th August

28
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

The Green Lake County Land Use Planning and Zoning Committee will hold a public hearing in County 
Board Room #0902 of the Green Lake County Government Center, 571 County Road A, Green Lake, 
WI, on Thursday, November 2, 2023, at 9:30 a.m. to consider the following requests:   
 
Item #1: Applicants: Green Lake County Land Use Planning & Zoning Committee Request: The 
committee is requesting an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan’s Farmland Preservation Plan 
Map affecting the Towns of Brooklyn, Green Lake, Marquette, Mackford & Manchester.  
 
Item #2: Applicants: Green Lake County Land Use Planning & Zoning Committee Request: The 
committee is requesting an amendment to Chapter 350, Zoning Ordinance of the Code of Green 
Lake County, to amend the zoning map affecting the Towns of Brooklyn, Green Lake, Marquette, 
Mackford & Manchester.  
 
Item #3: Owners: Dennis & Mary McConnell, Location: N6647 Valley View Dr., Parcels: 004-
00222-0200 &-0600. Legal Description: Lots 1 & 2 of CSM 1154, located in Section 11, T16N, 
R13E, ±5 acres.  Request:  The owners are requesting a rezone from A2, General Agriculture 
district to R1, Single-family residence district. 
 
All interested persons wishing to be heard at the public hearing are invited to attend. For further detailed 
information concerning this notice and for information related to the outcome of public hearing items, 
contact the Green Lake County Land Use Planning and Zoning Department at (920) 294-4156.   
 
Publish:  October 19, 2023  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SUMMARY NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

The Green Lake County Land Use Planning and Zoning Committee will hold a public hearing in #0902 
of the Government Center, 571 County Road A, Green Lake, WI, on Thursday, November 2, 2023, at 
9:30 a.m. to consider the following: 
 
Item #1: Applicants: Land Use Planning & Zoning Committee Request: Requesting an 
amendment to the Farmland Preservation Plan Map affecting the Towns of Brooklyn, Green Lake, 
Marquette, Mackford & Manchester.  
 
Item #2: Applicants: Land Use Planning & Zoning Committee Request: Requesting an 
amendment to Chapter 350, to amend the zoning map affecting the Towns of Brooklyn, Green 
Lake, Marquette, Mackford & Manchester.  
 
Item #3: Owners: Dennis & Mary McConnell, Location: N6647 Valley View Dr., Request:  
The owners are requesting a rezone from A2 district to R1 district. 
 
On October 19, 2023 the full text of the Notice of Public Hearing was published in Berlin Journal Newspapers and is 
available for viewing at the Berlin Journal, at www.greenlakecountywi.gov, at www.wisconsinpublicnotice.org and the 
public meeting notices board at the Green Lake County Court Government Center. 

 
Publish:  October 26, 2023 
 
 

http://www.greenlakecountywi.gov,/
http://www.wisconsinpublicnotice.org/






NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

The Green Lake County Land Use Planning and Zoning Committee will hold a public hearing in County 
Board Room #0902 of the Green Lake County Government Center, 571 County Road A, Green Lake, 
WI, on Thursday, December 7, 2023, at 9:30 a.m. to consider the following requests:   
 
Item #1: Applicants: Green Lake County Land Use Planning & Zoning Committee Request: The 
committee is requesting an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan’s Farmland Preservation Plan 
Map affecting the Towns of Brooklyn, Green Lake, Marquette, Mackford & Manchester.  
 
Item #2: Applicants: Green Lake County Land Use Planning & Zoning Committee Request: The 
committee is requesting an amendment to Chapter 350, Zoning Ordinance of the Code of Green 
Lake County, to amend the zoning map affecting the Towns of Brooklyn, Green Lake, Marquette, 
Mackford & Manchester.  
 
Item #3: Owners: Ricky and Ashley Ruck, Location: N2730 Welk Road, Parcel: 006-00581-
0101. Legal Description: Part of Lot 2 of CSM 3700, located in Section 31, T15N, R13E, ±8 
acres.  Request:  The owners are requesting to rezone ±1.0 acres from R1, Single-family 
residence district to C2, Extensive Commercial district. 
 
Item #4: Owners: Ricky and Ashley Ruck, Location: N2730 Welk Road, Parcel: 006-00581-0101. 
Legal Description: Part of Lot 2 of CSM 3700, located in Section 31, T15N, R13E, ±8 acres. Request: 
Conditional Use Permit to process, store, and sell firewood. 
 
All interested persons wishing to be heard at the public hearing are invited to attend. For further detailed 
information concerning this notice and for information related to the outcome of public hearing items, 
contact the Green Lake County Land Use Planning and Zoning Department at (920) 294-4156.   
 
Publish:  November 23, 2023  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

The Green Lake County Land Use Planning and Zoning Committee will hold a public hearing in #0902 
of the Government Center, 571 County Road A, Green Lake, WI, on Thursday, December 7, 2023, at 
9:30 a.m. to consider the following: 
 
Item #1: Applicants: Land Use Planning & Zoning Committee Request: Requesting an 
amendment to the Farmland Preservation Plan Map affecting the Towns of Brooklyn, Green Lake, 
Marquette, Mackford & Manchester.  
 
Item #2: Applicants: Land Use Planning & Zoning Committee Request: Requesting an 
amendment to Chapter 350, to amend the zoning map affecting the Towns of Brooklyn, Green 
Lake, Marquette, Mackford & Manchester.  
 
Item #3: Owners: Ricky and Ashley Ruck, Location: N2730 Welk Road., Request: The owners 
are requesting to rezone ±1.0 acres from R1 district to C2 district. 
 
Item #4: Owners: Ricky and Ashley Ruck, Location: N2730 Welk Road., Request: Conditional Use 
Permit to process, store, and sell firewood. 
 
On November 23, 2023 the full text of the Notice of Public Hearing was published in Berlin Journal Newspapers and is 
available for viewing at the Berlin Journal, at www.greenlakecountywi.gov, at www.wisconsinpublicnotice.org and the 
public meeting notices board at the Green Lake County Court Government Center. 

 
Publish:  November 30, 2023 
 
 

http://www.greenlakecountywi.gov,/
http://www.wisconsinpublicnotice.org/






LAND USE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE STAFF REPORT 
 
PUBLIC HEARING         December 7, 2023 
 
ITEM I:  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT  
 
APPLICANT: 
Green Lake County, Land Use Planning & Zoning Committee 
 
REQUEST:  The Land Use Planning & Zoning Committee is requesting an amendment to the 
County’s comprehensive plan’s farmland preservation plan maps as it relates to the Towns of 
Brooklyn, Green Lake, Mackford, Manchester & Marquette.  
 
PARCEL NUMBER / LOCATION:  The parcels affected by this proposed amendment are in 
the Towns of Brooklyn, Green Lake, Mackford, Manchester and Marquette as identified by the 
attached map.  
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION / ANALYSIS:  The Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection (DATCP) certified the update to the Farmland Preservation Plan in 2016, 
and the County Board adopted it as part of its comprehensive plan.  Any amendment to the 
Farmland Preservation Plan requires a comprehensive plan amendment.   
 
In 2018, the Town Berlin, by dissolving their extraterritorial zoning authority (ETZA) forced a 
zoning map amendment which required a Farmland Preservation / comprehensive plan 
amendment.  The Land Use Planning & Zoning Department took this opportunity to try and 
resolve any nonconforming parcels (to area or use) that could be identified.  The department 
contacted the nonconforming parcel property owners, explained the zoning map amendment 
process, and 50 or so property owners elected to participate in the project.  Since the 
conclusion of this zoning map amendment project, this department has realized reduced 
zoning conflicts, increased permitting efficiencies, and overall better customer service.   
 
Presently, the remaining five (5) zoned townships of Brooklyn, Green Lake, Mackford, 
Manchester and Marquette have a number of nonconforming parcels (to area or use) that 
would also benefit from a zoning map amendment.  In order to approve the zoning map 
amendment the Farmland Preservation Plan maps must be revised.  These maps must 
indicate that any lands proposed to be rezoned to A1, Farmland Preservation district are 
planned and identified as Farmland Preservation Area.  Similarly, all parcels proposed to the 
rezoned out of A1, Farmland Preservation District must be planned and identified as areas of 
nonagricultural development.   
 
DATCP is the administrative agency that administers the State’s Farmland Preservation 
Program.  DACTP requires Counties to submit an application for any amendments to a 
County’s Farmland Preservation Plan.  In this case, only 5 of the 6 Farmland Preservation Plan 
maps are being revised.  DATCP requires a review of the proposed maps to make sure they 
are consistent with the County’s certified plan (2016).  On August 14, 2023 DATCP recertified 
the proposed Farmland Preservation Plan maps.  Therefore, the County is free to approve the 
comprehensive plan amendment and the related zoning map amendment.   
 
SUGGESTED CRITERIA:  When considering a request for an amendment to a 
comprehensive plan, it may be helpful to examine the following criteria: 
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1.  The proposed change would be more consistent with the comprehensive plan’s existing goals, 
objectives, and policies. 
2.  The proposed change would be more consistent with the Farmland Preservation Plan’s goals, 
objectives, and strategies.   
3.  The proposed change would better fit the predominant uses and development pattern in the 
surrounding area. 
4.  Conditions in the area have changed sufficiently to warrant the proposed amendment. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS:  The following county staff comments are based on the previously stated 
criteria:  
 
1)  The County comprehensive plan’s goal is to preserve farmland and the rural characteristics of the 
county.  The County achieves this through the guidance afforded by the Farmland Preservation Plan.  
The mapping changes being proposed herein increase the total amount of acreage identified as 
“Farmland Preservation Areas” thus furthering the accomplishment of this goal. 
 
2)  This comprehensive plan amendment is consistent with the Farmland Preservation Plan’s goal of 
preserving farmland as more farmland would be identified as “Farmland Preservation Areas.”   
 
3)  The proposed changes to the Farmland Preservation Plan’s map represent outreach and 
agreements between the Land Use Planning & Zoning Department and the property owners.  It is the 
Department’s position that these changes create a better fit to the agricultural or agriculturally related 
uses of the affected parcels and the surrounding area.   
 
4)  There has been no abrupt change to conditions in these areas, however, the creation of the R4 
zoning district in 2006 opened-up a more agriculturally consistent zoning district for rural residential 
properties, that property owners in these Townships have not had an equal opportunity (as compared 
to the Town of Berlin) of which to take advantage.    

 
The Land Use Planning and Zoning Committee has several options in this regard and they are 
as follows: 

 Forward onto the County Board with recommendation to adopt as proposed. 

 Hold another public hearing to take additional public comment. 

 *Reject as proposed. 

* In the event that these amendments are not adopted, owners of these properties will be adversely affected.  In 

many cases the parcels are used in a nonconforming manner when aligned with their zoning district.  I other 

cases the parcel does not meet the area requirements of a zoning district that can permit their current 

noncoforming use.  In either case these property owner stand to be negatively impacted by the zoning ordinance 

if and when they chose to improve their properties.    

 
TOWN INPUT:  An Action Form requesting Town of Brooklyn’s, Green Lake’s, Mackford’s, 
Manchester’s and Marquette’s input was mailed on September 12, 2023.  The Town of 
Brooklyn took no action on this request and alternatively asked the County to notify the 
adjoining property owners of the comprehensive plan amendment.  The Towns of Green Lake, 
Mackford, Manchester, and Marquette all did not object to and approved of the 
comprehensive map amendment.      
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